
Return to Sport Guidelines for Archery Clubs
The fo l low ing  gu ide  has  been  condensed  from the  of f i c ia l  gu ide  re leased  by  

Archery  Ontar io  in  May  2020 .  I f  more  deta i led  in form at ion  i s  required ,
p lease  contact  the  c lub  a t  ygkkings tonarcheryc lub@gm ai l . com.

I . Archer Etiquette  and Best  Pract ices

Before going to the range, ask yourself the following:

Do I have any of the symptoms associated with 
COVID-19, such as a fever, cough, difficulty breathing,
or other symptoms identified by health experts? If you 
are unsure, refer to the Canadian COVID-19 Symptom 
Self-Assessment Tool 
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en

YES 


Follow instruction of local
health department to get 
tested or treatment. 
Exercise self-isolation 
until given guidance by a 
medical practitioner. 

Have I been in contact with anyone who has been 
infected?

YES 


Don’t start training for at 
least 2 weeks.

Am I in a considered vulnerable or at risk (elderly 
individuals, immunosuppressed persons, individuals 
suffering from serious health problems, notably high 
blood pressure, pulmonary diseases, diabetes, obesity 
and asthma)?

YES 


Exercise caution in 
returning to training and 
follow strict physical 
distancing. Notify the 
operator of the range of 
your risk factors.

PHASE 1: Premise: Social distancing measures still in effect. Group gatherings are restricted 
to less than 15 people in your jurisdiction. 
During the early stages of a return to sport, emphasis will be on training and individual 
participation only. When going to the range, exercise physical distancing, follow strict 
hygiene and cleaning practices, follow sign in measures at the range and maintain 
respect for all on the range. Get in --- Train --- Get out. No club events, classes or social 
gatherings to be organized.

PHASE 2: Premise: Social distancing measures are beginning to be relaxed. Group gatherings are 
restricted to less than 50 people in your jurisdiction.
Exercise ongoing physical distancing and follow strict hygiene and cleaning practices, 
follow sign in measures at the range and maintain respect for all on the range. Some 
club programming can commence with small groups, following strict physical distance 
protocols and adapted range procedures. Outdoor tournaments at a local level may be 
organized following adapted procedures for scoring and target assignments.

PHASE 3: Premise: Social distancing measures are relaxed. Group gatherings are restricted to less
than 250 people in your jurisdiction.
Recommend to maintain physical distancing modifications and follow strict hygiene and
cleaning practices. Indoor and outdoor tournaments can begin using modified 
procedures for scoring and target assignments. 

Hygiene All range users must disinfect hands upon arrival at the range.
Bring hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes with you to the range.
Avoid touching common surfaces as best as possible, and if you 

https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en


do touch something, make sure to wash your hands and disinfect 
the surface you have touched

Archery Equipment Use only your own personal equipment if possible. 
Do not touch or borrow other people’s equipment. 

Stay home and let 
others play safely

Archers who are not feeling well, exhibit flu-like symptoms or 
know they have been in contact with someone who has been sick 
should exercise appropriate isolation.

After shooting Wipe down any surface you have touched or placed your 
equipment on
Leave immediately so that others can come onto the range

II . Archery Range Operations

Range Access Participant waivers should be updated to include an 
acknowledgement that COVID-19 transmission is a risk. The 
waiver should include as well an agreement to follow the rules in 
place and to adhere to the Provincial/Territorial code of conduct. 
Implement a procedure to report incidences of infection at the 
range and to inform participants who have been in contact with 
the infected member.

Range Capacity Range capacity shall be half of what it would be under normal 
operating conditions and shall follow all of the physical 
distancing guidelines required by the provincial authority.

Clubhouse/Shelters Any social areas such as club houses, shelters, outhouses, etc 
should be closed to public access or altered to ensure appropriate 
physical distancing following municipal/provincial guidelines. 
Post occupancy limits for smaller spaces.
All chairs and tables in communal areas must be inaccessible or 
removed to avoid gatherings.

Cleaning/Hygiene Consider increasing or implementing new routine cleaning 
practices. Take steps to clean and disinfect surfaces that are 
frequently touched by athletes or their equipment at least once a 
day, twice a day during busier days. Examples of surfaces to 
clean:

 Door knobs/push plates
 Bathroom surfaces
 Light switches
 Counters
 Range counters and bow stands



 Target surfaces

Range Shooting
Procedures (Target 
Archery)

In Target Archery, each archer normally has a minimum personal 
space (Shooting Lane) of 80 cm (90 cm outdoors), or 1 m for 
wheelchairs.  In order to keep a minimum of 2 m personal 
distancing, Shooting Lanes should be spaced 1 m wide and 2 m 
apart.  This places them at 3 m centre to centre. [See range layout 
diagram]
Limit to no more than 2 archers per target, with clearly marked 
waiting areas. If adequate space cannot be accommodated for a 
waiting area, only 1 archer per target. This will require clear 
directions and clearly marked staging positions for Archer 
Preparation and Archer Waiting locations and the placement of 
equipment racks if in use. [See range layout diagram].

Range Shooting
Procedures (3D and 
Field Archery)

For 3D  and Field Courses: 
Limit no more than 2 archers per target that are not from the same
household unit and up to four archers who are within the same 
household unit. Waiting lines as outlined in AC 23.7.2 will be 
enforced with a minimum distance back from the next target of 
6m. Waiting lines shall be defined by marking paint or a stake in 
the ground. Groups shall not proceed to the target until the 
previous group has cleared the target outlined in AC 27.9.4.
Any child under the age of 16 will need to be accompanied by a 
guardian 18 years or older at all times on 3D and field courses. 
This guardian will be counted as a member of the shooting group 
even though they are not participating.

Archer Spacing

Each Archer normally has a minimum personal space (Shooting Lane) of 80 cm, or 1 m for 
wheelchairs.  In addition, in order to keep a minimum of 2 m physical distancing, Shooting Lanes 
should be spaced 1 m wide and 2 m apart.  This places them at 3 m centre to centre. 

For a single line of Archers, the shooting line looks like:

For multiple lines, staging will need to be coordinated.

AB Lines

For 2 Archers sharing a lane, in order to keep distances to no less than 2 meters, the line will need to be
run as 2 lines, and the range behind the shooting line will need to be arranged as:



Where we have the same arrangement for a shooting line, but 2 m behind that, and between the 
shooting positions we have a line of “Transition Positions”, and 2 metres behind that, in line with the 
shooting positions we have a line of “Waiting Positions”.
Only 1 Archer is allowed at any position at any time.  Storage, bow racks, bow stands, etc. can be 
accommodated in the center area:

In order to move during shooting, we have archers starting on the transition position (red) and the 
waiting position (black):

On the “Call to the Line”, the Archer in the Transition Position moves to the Shooting Line:

The Archers then shoot their arrows, and move clockwise off the line to the other Transition Position:

Once all Archers are off the line, a Transition is signalled, and the 2 Archers move one position 
clockwise:

The Archers end up at the starting position, but with the second Archer ready to go on the line:
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